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The radical defect ef all moral sys- 
ostensible pur fy) nefiting the 
world, has nslenl from the fact that 
they do not sufficiently ize the 
Divine element in the heart of man. 
Those from whom they have emana- 
ted have universally looked upon him 
asa morally depraved being, with no 
capabilities to fit him for the per- 
formance of those duties, or the 
— of those principles, which 

ve been revealed for his salvation, 


and measuring him by this low stan- | 


dard, the result has been that their 
codes and systems have not been far 
removed above the level of those 
societies for the prevention of cruelty 
to animals, which do not aim at edu- 
cating the horse, but simply at giving 
him a fertile paddock to graze in, or a 
more comfortable stall in which to 
find repose. Those have been 
80 highly elaborated, and worked out 
with so much minuteness and finish 
of detail, as almost to delude one into 
the belief that when brought into 
practice, this earth would become an 
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Eden as it was of old ; and it is 
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their collossal 6, but, 
them, filled with la ths be oe 
accumulated the dust and the 24 
of ages. Viewed as finely developed = 
systems of moral ethics, or dissert = 
tions on abstruse problems which — 
have vexed for 
they are worthy 
but they waken no response inthe = 
soul, nor carry nearer to the heavenb 
any of those or | 
which fill the heart of man.. <a 
yourself ‘fome: 
oratorio of or ohn, 
and just as the last dying strainsare 
falling away on the ear, some critic, 
all bristling with thé rules of +m 
struct you in the science of countes® 

critic exhaust all the emotions whieh. 
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Look at music only through the 
understanding, and it becomes a dry 
mass of uninteresting facts and de- 
tails, but view it through the medium 
of the senses, and it carries the spirit 
back to that golden time ‘‘ when the 
morning stars sang together, and all 
the sons of God shouted aloud for 
joy.” The anatomist may talk sa- 
piently on the bones and joints and 
sinews and arteries, and all the 
wonderful and complicated mechan- 
ism of the human frame, but how 
tame and insipid his theories and ex- 

lications appear in the sight of a 
living, breathing form, glowing with 
life, eloquent with truth, and instinct 
with beauty. And so all the learn- 
ing and philosophy embodied in the 
creeds of ages, ‘‘ pale their ineffectual 
fires” before the majesty and harmony 
of that Divine system of legation, 
which. has emanated from the fulness 
of love and truth, and stands now 
before the world potent in its princi- 
ples, perfect in its administrations, 
converging towards the one grand 
central aim, that of redeeming and 
purifying the heart of humanity, ard 
transforming it into a sanctuary fit 
forthe Spirit of the Eternal God to 
dwell in. 

The essential difference of the Gos- 
pel from all other recognized systems 
will be evident if we look to the basis 
upon which its principles are predica- 
ted, and to the fact that it seizes truth 
on the esthetic or beautiful side, and 
by a course of reasoning applicable 
au 4 to Divine laws, exhibits it in 
such a manner as at once wins the 
heart, enlightens the understanding, 
and stirs into life all the tender emo- 
tions of the soul. There is one state 
of our intellectual consciousness by 
virtue of which we define terms, form 
propositions, frame syllogisms, and in 
general perform all the reasoning 
necessary to attain to a correct know- 
ledge of acquired sciences, and there 
is another process by which the mate- 
rial of truth comes to us through a 
natural channel, a communs sensus, 
that is to be traceable over the whole 
surface of civilized humanity. The 
Gospel comes, opening up this view to 
man, teaching him that without de- 
pending upon any of those extraneous 
modes, he can evolve from the depths 
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| of his own consciousness, truths and 


principles with which to store his 
mind and garnish his soul, until it 
becomes a vase richer than porcelai 
purer than alabaster, teeming wi 
rare and choice exotics, redolent with 
incense and odour, and vocal and elo- 
quent with the music that rises from 
a heart strung in unison with the 
rand key note of the univers, 
gical acumen and philosophical ana- 
lysis may be brought to bear upon the 
hynx-like riddle of the age, and yet 
all these will not approximate to the 
solution. The grand problem of hu- 
manity can only be solved by an ad- 
herence to the eternal laws of Truth 
Rosicrucians have striven after the 
secret elixir which would perpetuate 
youth and vigor, alchemists have toiled 
and sweat at their crucibles, and 
burned the midnight oil in fruitless 
efforts after that wonderful stone 
which would transmute everythi 
into gold, and still the star of life 
youth has waned and sunk into the 
sea, and the marvelous stone been 
seen only in their dreams. It is only 
through the Gospel that ‘“‘life and 
immortality are brought to light” o 
by the magic spell of Truth, plain 
simple, attended by no mystic utter- 
ance nor cabalistic charm, that the 
baser metals of falsehood, error and 
vice, will give place to the rich and 
virgin a of love and purity and 
goodness and truth. : 

The fault of the age is that men are 
striving to reconcile compatible with 
incompatible opposites, vice in the 
streets with virtue in the — dis- 
honesty and hypocrisy in business, 
with truth and honesty in the family 
circle, as impossible and irreconclla 
as to purchase some rich eastern robe, 
into which the plague has entered, 
and bring it home without inf 
the household and spreading deat 
and destruction around. 
as the superstructure gocie 
based Semte a sham and a falsehood, 
so. long will error prevail and false 
hood triumph. Brecything now 
founded upon this. the poorest 
cottage and the richest palace, in 
commonest affairs of life, this, sham 
idol is worshipped. We havé sham 
gold and silver, false silks and satins, 


paste diamonds and plated jewellery, 
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and men have so accustomed’ them- 
ylves to live in this atmosphere of 
delusion, to incorporate this feeling 
with the national créed, and believe 
ss firmly in its genuineness as in that 
of the Thirty-nine Articles, to adern 
their persons with sham clothes, and 
fll their mansions with sham furniture, 
that the world will soon be content 
with sham honor in its sons, and sham 
virtie in its wives and daughters. 
We labor under serious difficulties in 
eur endeavors to distinguish betwixt 
the true and false in human nature 
and the world, because of the assimi- 
lation of one to the other; and it is 
only after careful observance and ex- 
perience that the difference is discern- 
able. We enter a market, and find 
some beautiful peaches offered for 
sale, and the difference in the prices 
is so ‘evident without any apparent 
deterioration in the quality of the 
fruit to account for it, that we venture 
to inquire the reason.. The merchant 
pants us to a small blemish upon 
several, almost imperceptible, except 
upon close scrutiny, and we then 
learn that this affects the: value 80 
much as to cause the difference’ we 
wondered at. And 80 it is in the 
world, that we are so often led astray 
by sppearamen, by imitations of love 
and benevolence, and false copies of 
virtue and honesty, as almost to be 
unable to distinguish betwixt the 
genuine and: counterfeit, ‘until pointed 
to the small plague spot that festers 
in the heart and’ destroys the beauty 
.and inestimable value of the whole. 
It ishere where the Gospel takes its 
stand, and serves as a criterion by 
, Which all things can be judged’ and 
Sea in the position befitting them. 
When the full light of its principles 
is thrown upon them, their deformity 
is discovered, its touch is like that of 
the spear of Ithuriel in Paradise, 
Which Milton’ ‘tells us caused’ Satan, 
though clothed like an angel of light, 
to stand forth in all his fallen. beauty 
and sullen despair. The incarngtion 
of truth within the mind is heraiified 

“no grave nor wondrous po 
_It comes like the summer sunrise thet 
thé grey orient ‘fwith streaks: 
_ of gold, arid-tinges the ‘hilleawith silver 
lustre, until as beneath’ the touch of 
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| wakes to life and light and beauty: 


All the elements of Truth are within 
the mind—they never increase, but 
our comprehension of the Truth in- 


creases, until faith gives: to 
knowledge, and ho ect. frui- 
tion. From beneath the ribs of death 


it forms a soul that lifts us far away 
from the din and turmoil of ages, to 
the green fields and the quiet waters, 
where we can te as 
chalices formed by , and fill them 
from the fountain of : love 
and truth. Once let those princi 
have vent and spread ves 
through society, and this vast lazar- 
house of spiritual disease and fostid 
corruption would totter and fall, and 
a fair and eternal fabric rear itself in 
majesty to the heavens... Men -have 
waited for this, and : all their rose- 
colored theories and full-fledged sys- 
tems have never brought it to earth. 
And why? Simply because .their 
hearts were not in unison with the 
Truth. Like parallel lines they might 
run close to it, but like them they 
never could. blend inte’: one, When 
an astronomer wishes to construct a 
telescope through which to observe 
the motions of the heavenly bodi 
the speculum be 
irregularities and granulations, he 
will: gain but an undefined and dis 
torted view. And so the mind of 
man, before it can receive the. Truth, 
must be so formed that he can:per- 
ceive the beauty of any system, its 
unity and barmony, and relative 
-aa@justment of its parts to .ane 
nd whole. The murderer fleei 
‘from the ends of justice, with a. 
shadow of guilt haunting his ste 
clouding his brain, .can seemno 
in the universe: Goldemnodntide 
: t dawn, hoary’ hills and silver 
‘géa, all the thousand si and sounds 
of ‘earth ‘and sky, that to the heart 
‘attuned aright admit sentiments.and 
délights worthy the. being: of 


and 


}imortalsy yield no joy to his 


bear no gladness to his soul, all seem 


tinged with the: crimson .of blood. 


And so the society that lives not up 
to the moral law, and deviates ffom 
}the path of and, truth, .cam see. 
no love, ner 4 


some enchanter’s' wand’ “@ll 
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Look at music only through the 
understanding, and it becomes a dry 


mass of uninteresting facts and de- 


tails, but view it through the medium 
of the senses, and it carries the spirit 
back to that golden time ‘‘ when the 
morning stars sang together, and all 
the sons of God shouted aloud for 
.’ The anatomist may talk sa- 
piently on the bones and joints and 
sinews and arteries, and all the 
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wonderful and complicated mechan- 


ism of the human frame, but how 


tame and insipid his theories and ex- 


a appear in the sight of a 


iving, breathing form, glowing with 
life, eloquent with truth, and instinct 
with beauty. And so all the learn- 
ing and philosophy embodied in the 
creeds of ages, ‘‘ pale their ineffectual 
fires” before the majesty and harmony 
of that Divine system of legation, 
which has emanated from the fulness 
of love and truth, and stands now 
before the world potent in its princi- 
ples, perfect in its administrations, 
converging towards the one grand 
central aim, that of redeeming and 
purifying the heart of humanity, ard 
transforming it into a sanctuary fit 
forthe Spirit of the Eternal God to 
dwell in. 

The essential difference of the Gos- 
pel from all other recognized systems 
will be evident if we look to the basis 
upon which its principles are predica- 
ted, and to the fact that it seizes truth 
on the esthetic or beautiful side, and 


course of reasoning applicable 


by a | 

“se to Divine laws, exhibits it in 
such a manner as at once wins the 
heart, enlightens the understanding, 
and stirs into life all the tender emo- 
tions of the soul. ‘There is one state 
of our intellectual consciousness by 
virtue of which we define terms, form 
propositions, frame syllogisms, and in 
general perform all the reasoning 
necessary to attain to a correct know- 
ledge of acquired sciences, and there 
is another process by which the mate- 
rial of truth comes to us through a 
natural channel, a commun.s sensus, 
that is to be traceable over the whole 
of civilized humanity. The 
| comes, Opening up this view to 
sen teaching i that without de- 
pending upon any of those extraneous 
modes, he can evolve from the depths 


| of his own consciousness, truths and 
principles with which to store his 
mind and garnish his soul, until it 
becomes a vase richer than porcelaj 
purer than alabaster, teeming 
rare and choice exotics, redolent with 
incense and odour, and vocal and elo- 
quent with the music that rises from 
a heart strung in unison with the 
rand key note of the univers. 
gical acumen and philosophical ana- 
lysis may be brought to bear upon the 
a riddle of the age, and yet 
all these will not approximate to the 
solution. The grand problem of hv- 
manity can only be solved by an ad- 
herence to the eternal laws of Truth. 
Rosicrucians have striven after the 
secret elixir which would perpetuate 
youth and vigor, alchemists faa toiled 
and sweat at their crucibles, and 
burned the midnight oil in fruitless 


| efforts after that wonderful stone 


which would transmute everythi 
into gold, and still the star of life 
youth has waned and sunk into the 
sea, and the marvelous stone been 
seen only in their dreams. It is only 
through the Gospel that ‘“‘life and 
immortality are brought to light” o 
by the magic spell of Truth, plain 
simple, attended by no mystic utter- 
ance nor cabalistic charm, that the 
baser metals of falsehood, error and 
vice, will give place to the rich and 
virgin gold of love and purity and 
goodness and truth. 

The fault of the age is that men are 
striving to reconcile compatible with 
incompatible opposites, vice in 
streets in the dis- 
honesty and hypocrisy in Dusiness, 
with truth and honesty in the family 
circle, as impossible and irreco 
as to purchase some rich eastern robe, 
into which the plague has’ enter 
and bring it home without inf 
the household and spreading Gea 
and destruction around. And 80 long 
as the superstructure of society 
based upon a sham and @ falsehood, 
so. long will error prevail and false 
hood triumph. now 
founded upon this. the poorest 
cottage and the richest palace, in the 
commonest affuirs of life, this, sham 
idol is worshipped. We havé sham 
gold and silver, false silks and satins, 
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and men have so accustomed them- 
selves to live in this atmosphere of 
delusion, to incorporate this feeling 
with the national creed, and believe 
ss firmly in its genuineness’ as in that 
of the Thirty-nine Articles, to adern 
their persons with sham clothes, and | 
fill their mansions with sham furniture, 

that the world will soon be content 
with sham honor in its sons, and sham 
virthe in its wives and daughters. 

We labor under serious difficulties in 
eur endeavors to distinguish betwixt 
the true and false in human nature 
and the world, because of the assimi- 

lation of one to the other; and it is 
only after careful observance and ex- 

perience that the difference is discern- 
able. We enter a market, and find 
some beautiful peaches offered for 
sale, and the difference in the prices 
is so ‘evident without any apparent 
deterioration in the quality of the 
fruit to account for it, that we venture 
to inquire the reason.’ The merchant 
points us to a small blemish upon 
several, almost imperceptible, except 
upon close scrutiny, and we then 
learn that this affects the: value so 
much as to cause the difference we 
wondered at. And so it is in the 
world, that we are so often led astray 
by appearances, by imitations of love 
and benevolence, and false copies of 
virtue and honesty, as almost to be 
unable to distinguish betwixt the 
genuine and: counterfeit, -until pointed 
wo the small plague spot that festers 
in the heart and’ destroys the beauty 
.and inestimable ‘value of the whole. 
It is here whére the Gospel takes its 
‘stand, and serves as a criterion by 
, Which all things ‘can be judged’ and 
Paced in the position befitting them. 
When the full light of its principles 
is thrown upon them, their deformity 
is discovered, its touch is like that of 
the spear of Ithuriel in Paradise, | 
Which Milton ‘tells us daused’ Satan, 
though clothed like an angel of light, 
to stand forth in all his fallen beauty 
and sullen despair. The 
of truth within the mind is heraile 
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thé grey orientifwith streaks: 
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» until as beneatty the touch of 


wakes to life and light and beauty. 
All the elements of Truth are within 
the mind—they never increase, but 
our comprehension ofthe: Truth in- 


creases, until faith gives. to 
knowledge, and ho ect. frui- 
tion. From beneath the ribs.of death 


it forms a soul that lifts us far away 
from the din and turmoil of ages, to 
the green fields and the quiet waters, 


where we can bri our as 
chalices formed b , and fill them 
from the perennial fountain: of love 


and truth. Once let those princi 
have vent and spread 
through society, and this vast lazaz- 
house -of spiritual disease and foetid 
corruption would totter and fall, and 
a fair and eternal fabric rear itself in 
majesty to the heavens. Men 
waited for this, and yet all their rose- 
colored theories ind full- sys- 
tems have never brought it to earth. 
And why? Simply because .their 
hearts were not in unison with the 
Truth.- Like parallel lines they might 
run close to it, but like: _ they 
never could. blend inte: one; When 
an astronomer wishes to construct a 
telescope through which -to observe 
the motions of the heavenly bodi 
the speculum must be free from 
irregularities and granulations, else he 
will: gain but an undefined and dis- 
torted view. And so the mind of 
man, before it can receive the. Truth, 
must be so formed that he can-per- 
ceive the beauty of any. system; jis 
unity and barmony, and: the relation 
adjustment of its parts to vthe 
nd whole. The murderer fleei 

rom the ends of justice; with a: 
shadow of guilt haunting his ste 
clouding his brain, seeine: 
in the universe. Goldemnoantide 
fragrant dawn, hoary: hills and silver 
'géa;/all the thousand sights and sounds 
of earth and sky); that to’ the-heart 
aright admit sentiments and 
delights worthy the: being cof oim- 
‘mortals; yield no: joy *tovhis 
‘bear no gladness thin soul) all seem 
tinged with the crimson ‘of .bleod. 
so the society that lives not up 
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burden of the song of the redeemed 
and the ransomed. 

The Gospel system must be Divine. 
To adjust to such perfect equilibrium 
all its component parts, to preserve a 
chain of unbroken harmony through- 
out, to adapt it to the fleeting wants 
and circumstances of every age and 
every clime, required the compre- 
hension of a God. To bestow the 
principle of life upon humanity, argues 
the possession of that principle, and 
to frame eternal Truth, a mind in 
unity and consonance with Truth. 
He would be a bold man who would 
dare to say that when restored it was 
evolved merely from the juggling 
brain of some fanatic or imposter. 
Divinity is as indelibly impressed on 
every line, as on tho3e hieroglyphics 
the stars, that burn and blaze on the 
scroll of heaven. Viewing it then in 
this light, we have no fears for the 
issue. Men sneer and scoff at truth, 
the sacerdotal garb is worn to 
off falsehood and h risy, and the 
world clings to its old traditions like 
the limpet to the rock. Anything 
that smacks of a church steeple, a 
rosary or a k, is venerated, and 
*‘with bated breath and whisperi 
humbleness,” the world bares its h 
and exclaims, ‘‘ These be our gods 
O Christendom ! let us fall down an 
worship them.” Do you long and 
pray for a better time, a time that will 

glorious in truth, strong in righte- 
ousness, world-wide in its sympathies, 
and gleaming with benedictions eternal 
and Divine? Work then, O man! 
and it will come. If you would dream 
gloriously when asleep, act gloriously 
when awake; if you would hold com- 
munion with angels by night, labor 
in the cause of virtue by day. The 
gross and material doctrines of earth 
will give place te a brighter and a 
_ faith. Mind will triumph as it 

in the past. The frowns of kings, 
the scourges of a maddened multitude 
could never stay it, and the world has 
had to bow to it, waether in Shake- 
speare the deer-stealer, or Isaiah the 
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A universe waits 
«Phe whole creation 
travaileth in pain, to be delivered 
from the of corruption into 
the glorious liberty of the chi of 
God.” The prophecies have rolls 
around us like the burni 
their interpreters have walkel 
earth with bleeding feet, and 
like undug gems, within their 
and still their holy heralding of futurs 
times has swept on as unheeded x 
the breezes over the rugged crown of 
Ararat. Night after night the cry 
has been heard, ‘‘ Watchman, what of 
the night? Watchman, what of the 
night?” and as often has the answer 
been repeated, ‘‘ The morning cometh, 
and also the night if ye would in- 
oy inquire ye, return, come.” 

ut the morning will come, and in its 
golden dawn thousands of waki 
eyes will find repose, thousands 
bleeding hearts a healing balm. In 
its light, error and falsehood will flee 
away like beasts of prey before the 
approach of the morning sun, all 

roblems shall be solved, all contre 
ictions harmonized—men shall sum- 
mer in perpetual brotherhood, and 
there shall moral nor intellectual 
night no more. In its wake will come 
Industry, with her cornucopia of 
plenty, Education with her outspread 
scroll, Freedom with her shattered 
gyves, Peace with her olive branch, 
** And the drum shall roll no more, 
Nor the banner be unfurled, 
In the parliament of 
The federation of the world.” 

What the mountains are to the 
cities and the plains, the Gospel will 
be to humanity. It will send down 
its cooling breezes and balmy zephyn 
—it will draw around it a pure ands 
moral atmosphere, and men will si 
under the ow of its prof 
meditations, and drink in the lore of 

es or ascend ite lofty heights, and, 
while faith boris, 
far-off glim of t cit 
hath whose builder and 


maker is God.” 


; _ Such is the influence arising from an attention to the lives of lants, that we inte 
tively suppose the man to be more courteous, if not more intelligent than his neigh 
delight is in a flower garden. Flowers! Beautiful flowers! What ca® 


we Bnd in nature so emblematical of our birth and bloom, decay and death? 
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In the year one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty, on the 6th day of 
the 4th month, in the small town of 
nited States of America, six per- 
ns assembled together to organize a 
Church, not by any means & new one, 
forthe principles which were to gov- 
em it were to be found contained in 
the Bible. The rock of its foundation 
vas Jesus Christ, and the principles 
advocated by its followers were the 
same as Jesus commanded his Apostles 
to go forth and preach to all the 
vorid. No, it was no new Gospel 

that occupied the attention of those 
six persons. The Gospel of the Son 
of God had been revealed unto them, 
and they knew it was obligatory upon 
them to establish the truths contained 
therein upon the earth; and to take 
such steps as would not only secure 
its promulgation amongst their more 
immediate neighbors, but, likewise, 
toevery human being on the face of 
the earth, The leader encouraged 
them by words that pierced to their 
very heart’s core, setting forth in 
~~ and unmistakable language, that 
ut afew years should roll over their 
heads before the handful that then 
represented the Church should be 
multiplied by thousands. 

He saw in vision the might and 
majesty of the kingdom of God firmly 
established upon the earth. Things 
which the Prophet spoke of, the peo- 
ple heard but could not fully com- 
prehend how they were to be brought 
about, for devils raged on every side, 
persecution was rife, and all Christen- 
dom seemed arrayed against the youth 
who dared to advocate the principle 
of revelaticn, the fact that a commu- 
nication was again opened up between 
the heavens and the earth. Such 
‘ eresies,” as the world termed them, 
hep down upon his devoted head 

© opposition of every Christian de- 
homination with whom he came in 
contact. Those six persons only, 
= I have previously mentioned, 
eemed him sent of God. Their 
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settlements in Kirtland, Geauga co. 
Ohio, Jackson co., Mo., the 
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driving of them to Hancock co., Lili- 
nois, where they established a beauti- 
ful city, reared and dedicated a magni- 
ficent Temple to their Father and 
and were prospered wonder- 

egree, is now matter of history ; 
but, nei their enemies still thirsted 
for their blood ; they slew their Pro- 
phet and Patriarch, and drove the 
Saints from their homes in the midst 
of winter, when scores and hundreds 
perished from want and privation to 
which they were unaccustomed. Their 
route was plainly marked by the 
graves of those who fell victims te 
this crnel persecution. But God did 
not forsake them in this deep time of 
distress. His arm was contin 
outstretched in their behalf, and even 
when yielding their lives back to Him 
who gave them, their last words were 
indicative of their firm reliance on 
their G and of their hopes for 
eternal salvation. Under such cir- 
cumstances as these they made their 
way into the heart of the great Ameri- 
can Desert, where it was supposed 
no white man could exist. What, we 
ask, has been their history since they 
have inhabited this in- 
hospitable region of country? It has 
been one continued stream of success ; 
they have had difficulties to con 
with, but they only served to 
velop the energies of the peopje, and 
to-day we may say, ‘‘ The desert has 
been made to blossom as the rose, 
A beautiful city has sprung up as it 
were out of the d 


schools have 
been established, and, instead of igne- 
rance, intelligence is beheld in the 
countenances of the people, and where 
penury and want once held undivided 


sway, plenty now reigns. Man has 
not done this alone—all praise is due 
to God, our heavenly Father, who has 


so signally blessed those that relied 
so implicitly, under many adverse 
circumstances, on his goodness. The 
whole world is familiar with the fact, 
that the Latter-day Saints are 


miserable attempt of the United States’ 
Governm in 1857, to uproot the 
‘* Mormons,” to ‘‘cut out the loath- 


established in Utah, and with the cs 
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some ulcer.” But the Latter-day 
Saints are prospering in the face of 
all their traducers, and now number 
probably hundreds of thousands 
throughout the world. What will 


GOSPEL INDEPENDENCE, 


the next thirty years do for “ Mormon- 
ism?” We leave it for our readers to 
draw their own conclusions. 


B. Y. Jun. 


GOSPEL INDEPENDENCE. 


BY ELDER JOSEPH G. ROMNEY. 
— —{) — 


For salvation we should never de- 
pend.upon the good offices of another. 
A spirit of dependence is opposed to 
the principles of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. The fact that it is possible 
to obtain an answer to prayer from 
the source of all light and _ intelli- 
gence, God, is sufficient to develop 
within us a spirit of independence 
that is opposed to everything of an 
intellectual or spiritual tyranny. We 
do not depend for guidance upon the 
time-worn dogmas and corrupt sys- 
tems that chained in bondage vur 
ancestors. We do not believe in con- 
tinually moving onward in tle beaten 
path of their superstitions and pre- 
judices. We desire to give unto them 
all honor for their virtues. They 
bridged the ocean of mental and 
spiritual darkness that intervened be- 
tween the days when our Savior 
dwelt among men, until the Gospel 
was again brought forth by Joseph 
Smith. Their lives were necessary to 
complete the great cycle of the pur- 
poses of the Almighty. They battled, 
even in the midst of darkness, man- 
fully with the serrivd legions of the 
Evil One. Our present enlighten- 
ment is the result of the gradual de- 
velopment of their experience. God 
has increased it by the restoration of 
‘his Gospel. From the ashes of super- 
stition has the voice of revelation 
been heard, giving God’s command- 
ments unto the children of men. 
They were but working out the minu- 
tias of a well-formed plan; we are 
now carryiny on that plan under the 
superintendence of.a Prophet of God. 

look upon this in a 
different light. They may say that if 
men act according to the plan formed 
by the Father, they should receive 
blessings instead of revilings for their 


obedience? So they will if ever 
they are deserving of them. Indi. 
vidually men have the right to do 
as they please; their agency to act is 
undisputed, but if their actions up- 
fortunately should be evil, then will 
they be punished for their transgress 
ions. or their individual action 
they are each responsible; the result 
of the aggregate of human action is 
controlled as the Lord wills. Heis 
not responsible to man for those re- 
sults ; the individual acts of men car 
not alter them, for He has said that 
he will make even ‘‘ the wrath of man’ 
to praise him. 

t would be well did we compre 
hend these principles. The knowledge 
of them would increase our obedience 
to the Priesthood and our desires to 
aid on the cause of Truth. It would 
do away withthespirit of fault-finding, 
and with the desire to become at 
quainted with the ‘‘ mysteries” of out 
holy religion. We would see that 
God develops his purposes just as fast 
as we are prepared to execute them. 
That if we properly put into practic 
our present knowledge and intelli- 
gence, we have no time to look very 
for ahead—we have no time to spend 
in idle dreaming ; we must be up and 
doing, or the mighty car will roll over 
and leave us behind. But there 14 
certain class who do not seem 10 
think this. They do not seem to fully 
comprehend the nature of the Gene 
They would turn the Gospel to sw 
their own purposes and their a 
conveniences. They would 
the stepping-stone to fortune m ~~ 
life. They forget that it was inst 
ted for an entirely different purpo® 
There is no ‘‘ royal road” to salvation, 
we have to accept it upon the term 


the great King of heaven dictates un 
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or not receive it at ail. We can- 
not cultivate this spirit of independ- 
ence too much, where it is properly 
governed by wisdom. . It will never 
come in contact with the obedience 
due to the Priesthood of God, but it 
will increase the portion of the Spirit 
of God that we have in our possession, 
and will enable us more clearly to 
comprehend the purposes of our 
Father. It will make more implicit 
that obedience we owe to his servants, 
for we will know, by the promptings 
of the Spirit, that their counsels are 
for our good. It will develop a con- 
fidence within ourselves. Our pur- 
will be more plainly laid down 
in our hearts, and our footsteps will 
be pointed to follow in the pathway 
thus marked out. This confidence is 
not of that presumptious kind, which 
owns obedience to no controlling 
wy It places all confidence in 
. It does not set superior store 
in its own purity of action, but it does 
in the purity of its desires and in the 
integrity of its intentions. It does 
not boast of greater abilities than 
possessed by others, but a manly de- 
termination pushes it onward into 
notice and into station. 

Now, a man or a woman with these 
principles to actuate them, will seldom 
goastray. They are not governed by 
impulse, but principle. Their 
conclusions result not from a heated 
mind, but from a clearness of reason. 
They perceive the impediments that 
others stumble over, and they take 
warning from their failure. They see 
that unvirtuous thought leads to un- 
virtuous action, and that the latter, if 
persisted in, inevitably results in 
apostacy. They, therefore, shun the 
appearance of evil. They pray that 
trial and —— may be removed 
from them. They do not triumph over 
sin and wickedness, and over their 
own passions, for the mere purpose of 

ting of thus having overcome. 
They have a higher and a nobler esti- 
mate of the aim of existence. Théy 
would triumph because it would add 
to the dignity and the nobility of 
their manhood. They would honor 
the laws of God because obedience to 
them would bring exaltation and 

ness. 

Ow, it is no part of a noble nature 


| 


28 
to feel elated and to boast over the. 
failings that others display.- Many 
righteous men and women have fallen 


into t ion, and their repent- 
ance for it and God has 
forgiven them. It is not to be de 
sired that we go into transgression, 
but it is to be desired, really and sin- 
cerely, from the depths of our soul, to 
repent of it when it has been ane 
‘* To err is human, to forgive divine; 
et we do not often seem to think’ so, 
ew of us can, in spirit, disengage 
ourselves from our surroundings, and 
imagine ourselves in the position of 
another. Could we do so, we, Foe 
haps, would exhibit more merey than 
we now do. We would be leas severe 
in our judgment rendered upon them, 


Now, all this makes us dependent upon _ 

our passions. If we are so nari 
in our feellngs, that we wo 
demn to endless torments ‘who 4°: | 


would, or could not believe just as we — 
do, we are checking the growth ofthe  ., 
Spirit within us. We are not allow- 
ing the Holy Ghost to have free 
course within our hearts, for it i 
opposed to all persecution and all 
selfishness. It reminds us forcibly of 
the fable of a certain king who de- 
sired to see all men of the same size 
and stature. He, therefore, caused 
to be made an iron bedstead of a cer- 
tain size, eon which he caused each ‘of 
his subjects, one after another, to be 
lain. ose that were too tall, or 
longer than the bedstead, he cansed 
that their feet should be cut off. -To 
those who were too short, he. had 
attached ropes with pulleys to streteh 
them out to the required | 
Some of us are too mueh- given that 
way. We do not always judge ofa 
thing, or of an action, by its merits 
alone. It does not fit our measure, 
and, therefore, wé condemn it. No 
good thing can come out of Nazareth, 
and nothing is good, with some of us, 
unless it comes up to the standard we 
have erected in our own minds. «.« 
Now, all this is wrong; andw is 
op to the principles of the Gos- 
Those principles are thoseief 
iberality, and they allow: an unlimi- | 
ted latitude to every individual upe 
earth to doall the good he can: 
need never fear the opposition of 
good and faithful men of God, tis 
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not in allowing this right or privilege | healing up the broken hearted 
that men differ. Each one will allow | comforti 4 those that mourn. = 
in theory, that we have an agency ; | has said, ‘‘ Come unto me all ye that 
but should that agency be used, as we | are weary and I will give you rest.” 
is suppose, to our own discomfort} He will point out the pat to safety 
and disadvantege, then every selfish | and to happiness and rest, and sg 
consideration and passion within us is | unto his brethren, ‘‘Walk ye therein: 
up in arms to resent this infringement | and it is for every son and daughter 
of our rights. We are charmed with | of Adam, who desires salvation, to 
the idea of our own independence, but | walk circumspectly and obediently 
we feel that we would desire to be the | before him. 
favored one; and, therefore, tosee| Such a course as this would give 
another reaping as great, or perhaps | birth to a steadfastness and inde 
eater blessings than we enjoy, is| pendence which no _ circumstances 
istasteful unto us. Now, as we have | could deprive us of. We would be 
said, the Gospel would beget within us | independent of bolts and bars, and 
a spirit of independence and a magna- | the persecutions of vengeful men. 
nimity and manhood opposed to the | The blackening of reputation would 
contracted views of worldly wisdom. | but strengthen our determination to 
It would teach us that we have asoul; | serve Him, for do what they would, 
that that soul is to be eternal, exist- | they could not injure our character. 
ing while time shall endure or matter | That is known but to our God, and he 
has an abiding-place. It speaks to | would cause it to come from out the 
that soul, and points out the pathway | fiery ordeal of adversity and affliction a 
in which all its aspirations and hopes, | brighter and more perfect than before 
and unutterable yearnings after the | the encounter. If we undertake any 
good and great, can be gratified and | great or noble action, the tower of 
gain fruition. It displays the folly | our strength must be within our- 


and the littleness of worldly fame and | selves, and our resolves, blessed by T 
- rank and power and station, in com- | the Almighty, brings unto us victory. u 
‘parison with the higher ones to be | Our aim must be unselfish, and our t 

attained in serving God. It does not, | hearts must be pure, and we must be 


to the bright future God has pro-| the consequences be what they will 
mised to those who love and serve | Such a Saint as this our Father will 
him, pass by the amenities and courte- | not fail to bless, and the richest 
sies of social life. It regulates thé | streams of his Holy Spirit will flow 
highest and most important affairs of | upon and through him or her, making 
life, and at the sume time descends to | a constant carol of joy to fill the heart 
the humblest and most lowly sphere, | with the celestial music of heaven. 


t 
however, even when pointing upwards | independent enough to do right, let 
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That nature has its silent forces, ; wonder at the perfection which is 

rforming accurately their assigned | manifested in their arrangement. | 
unctions, we cannot doubt, nor that | man did but clearly conceive of their 
man 18 greatly indebted to them, | wisdom and of their adaptation to 
owing, as he does, his very existence himself, what a different being he 
to their operations. The organic laws | would strive to be; he would then 
afford us ample food for reflection. | want to be as orderly as nature. He 
So various and beautitul are their | would want to be as true, too, because 
developments — so grand and yet | he would understand the laws which 
simple the effects resulting from them govern his own organization. 
~_80 great is the order and perfection | would also be the same in respect to 
displayed in them, that even tho| the higher laws which belong to him 
greatest minds cannot but admire and| as man. He would expect to 
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ws to govern his mind as well as his 
body. Fre would discover that there 
sre things to be attended to, to en- 
gure happiness, and that to be happy 
he has to be good. He would 

perceive that wisdom is necessary to 
sable him to bring himself into 
obedience to, and in harmony with 
those higher laws of existence which 


a 


would thus be led to seek for wisdom 

from the Source from which it is 
derived. He would see the ity 
of doing that which God requires, and 
to which Jesus alludes as a law which 
has to be obeyed, “‘Except a man be 
born of water amd of the Spirit, he 
— enter into the kingdom of 


affect him as an eternal being. He Joun Barr. 
THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


REVELATION AND PROPHECY. 


() 


Tie was when the Bible was unwritten, but it appears, notwithstanding this, 
that men were still required to repent of their evil deeds, to ebey and keep 
the commandments of God, and were saved and punished in accordance with 
the law of God, which was always given to man through the servants of the 
living God, who were his Apostles, Prophets and disciples, or, in other words, 
his Priesthood, through which he communicates his mind and will, his law and 
Gospel plan of salvation to the human race. Adam, Enoch, Noah, Abraham 
and Moses, each received revelation from the Lord sufficient for their day, by 
which the people were judged, although until Moses we haye no knowledge:of 
any compilation of law. A great many people cling to the New Testa- 
ment as being the only sure word of revelation and prophecy for us in our 
day ; yet Jesus said in his parable of the rich man and Lazarus, “‘ They have 
Moses and the Prophets, let them hear them.” Also Paul to Timothy said, 
“And that from a child thou has known the holy Scriptures, which are able to 
make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” Now, 
might not the same have been said of Samuel and Enoch, and many others 
who lived and died before the New Testament, or even the Old as to that 
matter, were written. 

We have often wondered when we have heard men argue that the Bible’ was 
al-sufficient, ‘that there was to be no more revelation, the canon of Scripture 
was full,” how long it would have taken the inhabitants of the earth to haye 
Produced the Bible, of which théy vaant so much, if they had been always as 


unbelieving in revelation from the Lord, as Christendom is in this generation? _— 


For, they not only deny revelation, but scoff at the idea of it, considering it 
blasphemy to even presume upon so near an approach unto the Lord, And 
yet John, who was the author of the last book in the compilation of the Bible, 
taid that he saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the Ever- 
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lasting Gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to eye 
nation, and kindred, and tongue and people. Now, who shall we be guide 
by, John the Revelator, or the teachers, leaders and D.D’s. of the Christi; 
sects of the present day? If it is true as they say, that we need no more reve 
lation, and that we possess the Gospel in its fulness, then what need of anothe 
messenger being sent from heaven to the earth to commit to the children 
men the ‘‘ Everlasting Gospel ?” 7 

* But the Revelator does not stand alone, for Paul declared, when speaking ¢ 
the second coming of our Savior, ‘‘ For that day shall not come, except the 
come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 
and again, ‘‘ For the mystery of iniquity doth already work : only he who no 
letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. And then shall that Wicked 
be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and 
shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: Even him, whose coming i 
after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, Ani 
with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish ; because they 
received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And.for thi 
cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie 
‘That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure 
in unrighteousness.” When it will come to pass that saying, ‘‘ That eve 
soul which will not hear that Prophet shall be destroyed from among the 
people.” 

These are Scripture evidences of the continued revelations of the Lord unto 

his people, when he should again commence his Work upon the earth. Many 
people, when reflecting upon the coming of the Son of Man, the gathering of 
Israel, and the bringing forth Zion in the last days, are willing to admit thata 
preparatory work to the ushering in of the fulness of times, the redemption 
of the earth from the thraldom of sin, wickedness and error, and the mat 
festation of the glory of the Lord, seem necessary and reasonable. The ides 
of some important events being about to transpire in relation to those subjects, 
is becoming quite prevalent ; but they scoff at, and ridicule those who are 
actually sent forth as messengers of salvation having the words of life, eternal 
life, forthe people. Thus, also, fulfilling the words of the Apostle Paul, in 
his second epistle to Peter, when he foretold the very spirit of the people ™ 
this day, ‘‘ This second epistle, beloved, I now write to you; in which I str 
up your pure minds by way of remembrance: that ye may be mindful of the 
words which were spoken before by the holy Prophets, and of the commandments 
of us the Apestles of the Lord and Savior, knowing this first, that there shall come 
in the last days, scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and saying, Where is thé 
promise of his coming? fer since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they 
were from the beginning of the creation.” 

_ The testimony of Jesus being the spirit of prophecy, as the Apostle Jobn 
informs us, makes it easy to comprehend and prove that those who deny pre 
Phesyings and revelations from the Lord, are destitute of the testimony of 
Jesus ; hence, have not the discernment necessary to see and understand the 
signs of the times, and, least of all, why the ‘‘ poor, deluded Mormons” should 
have the presumption to present for the world’s consideration, that they a 
the chosen of the Lord, through whose instrumentality he is warning the pec 
ple, gathering Israel and preparing the way for his kingdom and the peaceful 
reign of that Jesus whose sepulchre ye now adorn, but whom the fathers cruc 
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fed, and whose Prophets, Apostles and people this generation kill, drive and 
persecute, and seek to destroy from the earth as formerly. In reply to the 
question, “If we only could know that you are that people, that you have thé 
suthority of the holy Priesthood, and are really the people of God,” we 
answer, that we have no means of convincing you except the testimony of 
Jesug, ‘‘ Ye cannot discern the things of God except by the Spirit. of God,” 
If you would know for yourselves, repent and be obedient to the requireménts — 
of the Gospel, and you will also receive the testimony of Jesus, which is the 
spirit of prophecy, when you will no longer deny the revelations of the Lord to 
his servants and people in these last days. 

Listen, O ye high ones of the earth! ye princes and nobles! ye kings and 
rulers! ye bishops, clergymen, priests and people ! for this message is unto all 
people, Repent and be baptized for the remission of your sins, and fear God 
and give glory to his name, for the hour of his judgmentiscome. Our counsel 
is, for you to investigate with an earnest and sincere desire, to learn the Truth 
and not reject the message of salvation, which is now being offered, upon the 
representations of those who are enemies to the Truth and the servants and 
lie # people of God. This is not an uncertain sound, for we know whereof we 
surea™ testify. The Lord is at the helm, and will do all in his good pleasure, and 
ve accomplish his Work upon the earth, whether ye receive or reject the testi- 

the § monies of his servants. : 


any NOTICE.—We are sorry to inform our readers that in consequence of the 
Off “file of the News, containing the History of President Kimball, having been 
‘ta injured, we are unable to give our usual portion of History this week, but we 
to recommence it again before long. We sometime ago sent te the Valley 
ni for the missing portion of the paper, but as yet it has not come to hand, 
lea though we may expect it at any time. When we do receive it we will give 
ts, lengthier portions of it from week to week, as for sometime back we have had 
. to husband our copy to make it last asy long as possible. 
in 
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NortH Wates.—Elder William Williams writing to us on the 14th ult., 
expresses his joy in being engaged in the Work of the ministry, in dissemina- 
' ting light and truth among those who sit in darkness. . He enjoys himself very 

well in his labors, and the Saints that he has thus far met are generally feeling 
well and treat him with consideration and kindness. He is determined to use 
what energy and talent he possesses in the upbuilding of the kingdom of God 
| and in the spreading of the principles of salvation. | 

BirMINGHAM Abram Hatch writes from Birmingham 
on the 17th ult., from which letter we make a brief abstract. He saya:—I . 
feel that I have been greatly blessed since I came here, in my labors in this 
Conference. The Saints seem very glad to see me, and they do all they can 
to make me comfortable and at home. There are many good Saints in this 
Conference, and I continually pray that I may be the humble instrument, in 
the hands of God, of duing them the good they need, and of counselling and 
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directing them in their efforts to upbuild the kingdom ef God. I take much 
pleasure in my labors, realizing that I am just where the Lord wants me to be ; 
still I sometimes think I might, perhaps, be able to do more good in other 
situations in His vineyard, yet his will not mine be done. President William 
H. Shearman is a brother to me, and he is full of faith and good works for the 
kingdom.” 
Swiss, [rattan aND GERMAN Misston.— Elder Samuel H. Hill, writing 
from Berne on the 17th ult., says:—‘‘I have preached every opportunity 
afforded me, bearing my humble testimony, in broken German, to the people, 
which testimony, I can truly say, has been blessed, and although in humility 
delivered, has found a place in the hearts of a few who, I believe, are honest 
and wish to'serve God. The people generally are opposed to the principles of 
our religion, and do all in their power to keep it from making any progress, 
but [ am thankful they do not entirely succeed in doing so.  ‘ Truth will 
triumph,’ and all that do not love it will be swept from the face of the earth. 
Bearing this in mind, I do all in my power, with the help of the Spirit of God, 
to spread abroad the principles of salvation, leaving the result in the hands of 
the Almighty. My health is not so good as I could wish, but I am in hopes 
that it will soon change for the better. I know the Lord has strengthened me 
in the discharge of all my duties so far, and has not permitted the enemies of 
his kingdom to have power over me. The longer I live the more I appreciate 
our holy religion, and I can see we live in a day great with events. The 
nations begin to look upon us with a jealous eye, and while we are waxing 
strong in the land, they are growing weaker and weaker, all the schemes and 


machinations of the wicked resulting but in the advancement and strengthen- 
ing of the Saints.” 


NEWS FROM CONFERENCES. 


SWANSEA Conrerence\y-From Elder Evan A. Richards, of the 15, Sept. 
we learn that a Conference was held at Swansea on the 4th ult. at which were 
present Elders William H. Waylett, President of -the Welsh District, W. 8. 
Phillips, George Stokes, Evan A. Richards, John Evans, and W. T. Jones. 
From the representation of the Conference, it was shown to be in a healthy and 
thriving condition, fifty-three souls having been added to it by baptism during 
the present year. During the meetings of the day and evening the brethren 
spoke upon a variety of interesting principles to the edification and instruction 
of a large and attentive congregation. The spirit of God caused the people to 
rejoice greatly in the Truth. The evening following there was a concert mm the 
same place, when, in pleasant recreation, the Saints enjoyed themselves. \ 

CHELTENHAM District e have received from Elder William G. “Under- 
wood, the minutes of a District Conference held in Chelténham, on the 21st of 
August, 1864, at which were present Elders Daniel H. Wells, of the Quorum 
of the First Presidency of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, 
Orson Pratt, sen., and George Q. Cannon, of the Quorum of the Twelve 
Apostles, Brigham Young, jun., of the Presidency of this Mission, John G. 
Holman, President of the Cheltenham District, Miles P. Romney, President 
of the Cheltenham Conference, Charles A. Benson, President of the Hereford 
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Conference, Franklin Merrill, President of the Worcester Conference, John W. 
Young, on a visit from Zion, John L. Dolten and Oswell Knight, travelling 
Eiders in the Cheltenham District. The forenoon services commenced at 
11a. m. and Elder John G. Holman represented the District to be in a good, 
healthy and thriving condition and they have baptized as many since the new , 
year, lacking seven, as they emigrated the past season. The Saints are 
striving to do all they can to assist in the rolling on of the work of God. He 
was followed by Elder M. P. Romney, who spoke of the condition of the 
Cheltenham Conference and said that the Saints were generally zealously 
striving to assist himself and brethren in rolling on the work ; and, he believed 
by the blessing of the Lord that the Conference would yet be in a more pros- 
perous condition than it ever yet had been. Elder C. A. Benson represented 
the Hereford, and Franklin Merrill the Worcester Conference, to be in a pros- 
perous condition, the work of God still gaining converts, in spite of the pre- 
judice of the people. President Cannon testified to the truth of the remarks 
of the brethren, and then gave unto the assembled Saints excellent instruc- 
tions upon the regulation of their lives and actions. During the day the 
people rejoiced under the words of cheer and comfort which flowed from the - 
lips of the servants of God; Presidents Daniel H. Wells, Orson Pratt, sen., . 
and Brigham Young, jun., each speaking unto them by the promptings of the 
Holy Spirit. Those who had embraced the Gospel and obeyed its ordinances 
were strengthened in their faith and confidence in the fulfilment of the pur- 
poses of the Almighty, and those who had not obeyed them, heard enough to 
convince them, if honest, that God had indeed again revealed himself to his 
children in this age as he did anciently ; and that he now required their 
obedience just as much as he did in those days. >) 
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% AMERICA. Brother George Q. Cannon has had less 
\* Steam-ship Scotia. Sept. 5, 1864. , sickness than on any previous voy 
Presidents D. H. Wells ont B. Young | thanks be to the Lord, who has blessed 
unr., him through your blessings and the 
r brethren.—As we may have | faith and prayersin his behalf. He 
but little time after our arrival in| was sick a part of one day and has 
New York to write to you, we think it | been a little qualmish once or twice; 
better to drop you a few lines now, so | but nothing worth mentioning 
that by the addition of a few lines! compared with former experienée in 
efter our arrival you may be able to|thatline. For steadiness at sea the 
know how we have been prospered. | Scotia exceeds any vessel we ever saw 
We hope to reach there, the Lord | and there is much less sickness on 
willing, to-morrow evening. The/| board than is usual to such a voyage. 
pea has not been a rough one thus| Our fellow passengers bestow a 
far; bute rather rainy one. We have | deal of notice-upon us, as it soon leak- 
scarcely passed a day since we sailed | ed out who we were. There are pas- 
without rain, otherwise the weather | sengers on board who crossed with ns 
has not been so disagreeable. Bro-| from New York, some on the cofia in 
ther John W. has not missed a meal | July, 1862, and some on the Austra- 
through sickness; his eyes, however, | asia in April last, They have not 
still remain sore, though much better | talked much about our country; buts 
than they were when he started. | few have broken the ice, and if we had 
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a few more days to remain on board 
we doubt not but the inquiries and 
conversation on the subject would 
‘become very general. 

We hope to be able to leave New 
York on Wednesday evening; but will 
be able to write you more on this sub- 
ject when we arrive there. We have 

d head winds which have retarded 
us and prevented our arrival as soon 
as we would have liked. 

We landed at Jersey City last night 
(Tuesday the 6th,) at about 5 p. m. 
with our baggage, and reached the 
Hotel about 8 p.m. we found the St. 
Nicholas full, and have put up at the 
Metropolitan Hotel. As you will 
receive all the war and political news 
by the mail which carries this, we need 
not allude to it. Brother George Q. 
has a very bad boil or a carbuncle on 
his leg which gives him trouble; bro- 
ther John W’s eyes are much better; 
but we are rather a queer couple: one 
limping and the other with specs. 
We have not been out yet to see any- 
thing about our getting away ; but hope 
5 V.) to get off this evening for the 

est. 

We remain, as ever, your brethren, 

G. Q. Cannon, 
W- YOuNG. 
ENGLAND. 
ESSEX CONFERENCE. | 
Maldon, Essex, Sept. 17, 1864. 
-President Wells. 

Dear Brother,—Having been labor- 
ing in the ministry nearly two months 
.I thought you would like to know my: 
feelings in the work ‘of the Lord, 
knowing the interest you take in the 
welfare of those engaged in this Mis- 
sion. Since I Jjeft my home ‘in the 
. Valleys of the Mountains, I have won- 
dered why the Lord, through his ser- 
vants, should call me to labor for the 
-upbuilding of the Kingdom of God. 


But | find it is all right ; the Lord | 


uses the weak and simple of this world 
to confound the wisdom of the wise. 
i have come here with the determina- 
tion to do good, and to warn the 
inhabitants of the earth of coming 
judgments, that my garments may be 
Clear, of their blood. The Saints as ‘a 
whole treat me kindly and respectfully, 
although there are some who do not 
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blessings of the Lord in sending ‘hig 
servants among them, they know'so 
much that it is impossible to instill 
inte their minds lessons of humility 
and I find that those who knows 
much in their own estimation, are the 
least enlightened as tc their duties, or 
if they know they do not act up to 
their knowledge, therefore great will 
be their condemnation. 

j In the district in which I am trayel- 

ling it is hard to get hearers out of 
| doors, but when we do, if they are 
convinced they dare not acknowl 
it, for the masters and ministers 
the sway, that a man would lose 
and be so held up to ridicule by the 
ministers and neighbors, that he could 
not live in the place ; I pray God con- 
tinually to break these \ensiall of ig- 
norance, that man may acknowledge 
the Gospel and enjoy the blessings it 
brings. 

While standing up before the peo 
ple to speak, I feel my weakness. I 
raise a feeble prayer to my Father in 
heaven for strength to enable me to 
disseminate the principles of salvati 
and my prayer is answered, so that 4 
have n astonished with myself; 
the Lord has blessed me with his 

irit,.and I feel to acknowledge Him 
urall things. And if I can convince 
poor erring man of the truth of this 
Gospel. give Him the praise 
and glory. I feel well myself, never 
felt better in this work. I have joy im 
my labors, péace in my bosom, al 
the good Spirit of God in my adminis- 
trations: I desife to ‘live’ only’to do 
good. I am on hand _ to co-operate 
with my President and ‘all who may 
be placed over mé from time to time, 
for in so dding I shall be blessed of the 


With love to yourself, I remajh 
as. ever, your brother in the Gor 
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Birmingham Sept. 22, 1864. 
President D. H.- Wells, 

Dear brother.—Since Wwe parted a 
I ‘have here 
the privilege of’ preaching, on ut 
age, about five nix times ‘a ‘week, to 


understand how to appreciate the 


large and attentive audiences, m 
in the Birmingham District. 
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wening I shall meet with the igs inform you: this I leave for the great 
ir the last time, at present, in this | future to reveal. ager 
wp. On Sunday I expect to preach if ‘Next Tuesday the 27th inst., I ex- 
ee times at Wolverhampton, in the pect to leave for London. * * 
‘Agricultural Hall” a buylding which |* * * * * *°*Should you, at 
J] comfortably accommodate, I -sup- | any time, have any counsel to give 
ge, about two thousand souls, [| it will, be thankfully, received. _ 
ave already delivered three discourses | hope-I ghall be kept as busily employ- 
this hall to large assemblies. What | ed preaching in the London District, 
I] be the result of my labors in these | as inthis one. Yours most truly, ; 
I am, at present, unable’ to || Orson Pratt, a. ) 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. a 


Averica.—General Sheridan attacked the army of General Early on the 
morning of the 19th ult., at Berrysville Pike crossing of Opequan Creek. The 
battle raged with great fierceness until evening, when the Confederates, after 
having kept up throughout the-entire day the most. stubborn resistance, were 

completely defeated and driven through and beyond Winchester, only the 

darkness of night causing a cessation of pursuit. The loss on the part of the 

Confederates are Generals Rhodes, Gordon, Wharton, Ramesur, and Imboden; 

200 men killed, three generals and 3000 men wounded, 

with five pieces of artillery and 15 flags. The Federal loss is estimated 

200. General Russel has been killed, and Generals Upton, M‘Intosh, and 

Chapman wounded. On the 20th’ ult; the pufsuit of the Confederates was 

resumed, and at the latest accounts they had reached as far as Kearnstown. 

Despatcbes from the army of the Potomac state that brisk skirmishing was 

going on, and it was thought that a battle would shortly ensue, The Federal 

cavalry sent in pursuit of the Confederates who captured the cattle belonging 
to the Federals have returned unsuccessful. No news of importance from 

Atlanta. The Federal and Confederate Commissioners for the exchanye of 
prisoners had .an interview at Morganzia, Lovyisiana, on the 12th ult The 
attack on the city of Mobile had not yet commenced. Secretary Staiiton in 
his despatch states that the draft was going on-quietly in the loyal States, and 
volunteering going on rapidly in most of’ the districts. Information has beem 
received from Louisville and Vicksburg relative to the movements of the Con- 
federates in the South-west. General Forrest was within. fifteen. miles of 
Memphis on the 12th ult., with a force estimated at 2000. General Price is 
said again to be threatening Little Rock, Arkansas, and Marmaduke is reported 
adhe ig the St. Francis River with 7000 men, intending an invasion of 

uri. 

ItaLy.—The Times Paris correspondent says—‘‘ According te the 
whose information on Ftalian’ matters is supposed to be generally derived from 
ultra- Liberal] sources, the Roman Government estimates at 15,000: men 
strength of the army that will be necessary to maintain its authority when 

rench troops are withdrawn ; and it reckons on obtaining, by a subseri 
among the Catholic Powers, the 20,000,000 francs that would be required to 
keep ¥e such aforce. According to the best information as yet received, the 
Papal Government will take no ateps. with t to ite new difficulty until 
after the discussion in the Italian Parliament, but will maintain its attitude df 
reserve and refiéction.” A letter has been published bite 8 the captain com- 
manding the carbineers in the Castello-square, Turin, on the night of the 21st 
inst. which states that the tfoops “were not ordefed to: fire upon the people, 
but that the discharge took, place by accident. 
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